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MONTANA SCHOOL CHILDREN 1
WILL HEAR UM PERFORMERS

The University of Montana Opera Ensemble and the Montana String Quartet,
performing groups from the UM School of Fine Arts, will launch a statewide
tour of schools in 21 communities this week.

In addition to giving school

programs, sponsored by Young Audiences, Inc., they will present some evening
concerts for the public.
UM Prof. Lloyd Oakland, Montana coordinator for Young Audiences, Inc.,
said the national nonprofit organization, with the cooperation of the Univer
sity, the Montana Arts Council and the public schools; is giving children in
small communities the same chance to hear "live" professional music that is
available to their counterparts in urban centers.
He said the organization was founded in New York in 1950 to introduce
children in grades four through eight to good music and to stimulate their
interest in music as performers and as listeners.

The long-term goal of the

movement, which has spread to every state, is to develop future audiences 'for
good music.
Since the spring of 1 9 6 5 , when the Montana String Quartet was one of three
groups in the nation selected by Young Audiences to present chamber music
programs in elementary schools, the UM resident faculty ensemble has performed
for hundreds of Montana school children.
Members of the quartet are Eugene Andrie and Gerald Doty, violinists;
Eugene Weigel, violist, and Florence Reynolds, cellists.

On their current

tour they will play works by Haydn, Webern, Bartok, Mozart, Prokofieff and
Beethoven.
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The UM Opera Ensemble, directed by Prof. John Lester, is making its initial
tour under Young Audiences sponsorship this month.
(more)

They will do scenes from

UM Groups Will Perform for Schools, page two
"Hansel and Gretel," "Rigoletto," "La Boheme," and other operas.

Their pro

gram includes excerpts from Mozart's "Cosi fan Tutte," with Prof. Lester singing
the role of Don Alfonso.
Ensemble members are Ruth Silvius, soprano, Fort Benton; Barbara Trott Crump,
mezzo-soprano, Billings; Doug Dunnell, tenor; Missoula; Melvon Ankeny, baritone,
Victor; and Freddi Ibsen, pianist, Missoula.
Half the cost of the school concerts is borne by Young Audiences, Inc. from
funds received from contributions.

Part of the expense is paid by schools engaging

the performers; and this year the project receives some financial support from
the Montana Arts Council, the state agency that administers grants from the
National Endowment for the Arts.
In addition to performing for the children, both groups will conduct clinics
to help young musicians with technique and other aspects of performance.

A lively

exchange between performers and listeners is a valuable part of the programs, Dr.
Oakland pointed out.

The young auditors' comments, ranging from the profound to

the hilarious, are a source of delight-and instruction-to the performers, he said.
For example, last season one sixth grader effused, "The part I like best of
all is when you soar into the silvery heights or down into the depths."
A less sophisticated young critic summed up his reaction with, "I never sat
that near to somebody that could play so well."
Evening public performances will be given by the quartet in Great Falls
Sept. 13 and by the opera ensemble in Jordan Sept. 18, MarIt Sept. 21 and Havre
Sept. 22.
Dates of opera ensemble school programs are Sept. 13 - Philipsburg and Anaconda;
18 - Moore and Lewistown; 19 - Jordan, Circle and Glendive; 20 - Sidney, Fairview
and Plentywood; 21- Poplar, Wolfpoint and Glasgow; 22- Malta and Havre; 27- Choteau
and Fort Benton; 28 and 29- Great Falls.
String quartet school programs are slated Sept. 13- Cascade; 14-16- Great
Falls; 18 and 19- Billings; 20 and 21- Butte.
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